Legislator Flotteron’s
Neighborhood News
I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and
healthy. I am finishing up on my fourth year in my term
as Suffolk County Legislator for the 11th District. I
continue to be proud to serve the residents of this
wonderful area and helping all of the constituents of
Suffolk County. This past year has been a tough test of
all our mental and physical strength. We have lost
many friends and relatives due to the spread of the
Corona Virus. Many have lost jobs, and others have
been forced to change the way they live and see family.
The financial toll of the virus has been tremendous. I
continue to work hard to prevent drastic cuts to needed
County services.
Throughout this time the Legislature was continuing its business at full pace through the
Zoom platform in order to continue giving the public an opportunity to speak at the meetings.
In the past year, I sponsored several important pieces of legislation that diverted taxpayers’
money from a publicly financed campaign fund to the County General Fund so that important
public services were not and will not be affected by the tough financial position the County
has been in. Also, all Legislative committee meetings are now both taped and live streamed.
This keeps transparency with the public and gives all residents the ability to go to the County
website and watch anything they may have missed.
In addition, to protect our environment, I was able to pass legislation that will work on
obtaining grant money for a proposal to extend sewer service and waste water management
on parts of Fire Island. Also, in remembrance of the victims of 9/11, I was able to get the
Suffolk County H. Lee Dennison building illuminated blue each year on 9/11 in recognition
of all those we have lost.
We also passed a law that provides state authorized benefits to certain county employees
who serve in the military reserves. Legislation was passed to set staffing priorities in the
Department of Social Services making sure all disadvantaged residents in need of such
services are addressed.

BUDGET & FINANCE
In a recent move by the Suffolk County Executive’s office to create a new Department of
Procurement to centralize the County’s supply ordering process, I along with the
Republican Caucus fought the administration’s attempt to create an additional high
salaried Chief of Department position especially while facing a mounting deficit. I was
appointed to the Procurement Reform Working Group to help design the department. With
the County spending approximately $1 Billion annually on goods and services, any
savings would be significant. The position was filled utilizing the talents of existing staff
thus offsetting the County’s deficit spending of more than $150 Million a year.
I was appointed to the Operating Budget working group responsible for making
recommendations on how to reduce the often bloated budget. This new Procurement
Department will be able to streamline purchases while having no increase to the budget.
In addition, the office will be staffed by qualified individuals that were transferred from
other departments based on their civil service status.

PUBLIC SAFETY
The
Suffolk
County
Police
Department and local faith-based
organizations held the first-ever
National Faith & Blue Weekend.
Together The First Baptist Church in
Bay Shore and the Third Precinct held
an event with activities that included a
food drive.

I was honored to officiate the swearing in of
Bay Shore Brightwaters Rescue Ambulances’
incoming officers.

ENVIRONMENT & CLEAN WATER
I was able to bring together Seatuck Environmental
Association, First Baptist Church in Bay Shore, several boy
scout troops and many local organizations for one of several
clean-ups of Penataquit Creek.
Over the past few years, Seatuck has worked hard to cleanup the creek, removing harmful invasive plants, performing
extensive biological surveys and promoting native trout.
Now with the help of a NYS Department of Environmental
Conservation “Trees for Tribs” grant, they are beginning to
plant native stream-side plants to prevent pollution and
erosion.

In another recent effort, I joined Save The Great South Bay
Organization along with scouts, students, teachers, families and
local organizations for a massive clean-up of Sampawams
Creek in West Islip (one of 50 Creeks leading into the Bay) in
an effort to keep our South Shore’s Great South Bay healthy.
These volunteer group clean-ups will increase habitat for
wildlife, enhancing this public space and restore the creek for
all to enjoy for years to come, to help save the Great South Bay.
For more information, visit savethegreatsouthbay.org

COMMUNITY LANDMARKS
I was fortunate to meet with members of the Board of the Second Avenue
Firehouse as well as Founder and Director of Teatro Experiment Yerbabruja,
Inc., Margarita Espada. Teatro Experiment is working with local and
national/international artists from many mediums in the Second Avenue
Firehouse Historic Landmark right here in Bay Shore. There are a wide variety
of programs being offered, including: Creative Writing and Poetry Evenings,
Experimental Theatre, Yoga and more. For more information and a full
schedule of programs visit: www.teatroyerbabruja.org.

The Executive Director of The Fire Island Lighthouse
Preservation Society, Tony Femminella (pictured on left),
invited me to participate in a special day with Bay Shore’s
Gardiner Manor Elementary School. It was great to see the
enthusiasm and excitement on the children’s faces as they
experienced hands on demonstrations and toured the
historic Lighthouse. Consider coming out and experiencing
the history. Visit www.fireislandlighthouse.com for
upcoming events and tours.

VETERANS AFFAIRS
I along with volunteers, Veterans and Board Members
of Warrior Ranch Foundation were honored to join
Major General Jeffrey Milhorn, Commanding General,
North Atlantic Division US Army Corps of Engineers
as he presented the Foundation with the Public Service
Commendation Medal for their pioneering work with
Veterans suffering from PTSD. We had the
opportunity to meet with several Veterans and hear
their stories of how horses help in the healing process.
After learning about this great organization, I helped
them obtain farmland that wasn’t being utilized, within
our County Open Space Protection Program. For more
information go to www.warriorranchfoundation.org.

I was honored to support Long Island Veterans and a
local non-profit based organization right here in
Brightwaters called Operation VEST which raises
awareness and funds to combat Veteran suicide. I
have collaborated with this outstanding organization
for the past several years on their goal to help
Veterans within our community who are suffering
with PTSD. For more information, visit
https://joingenerous.com/operation-vest-inc-l2ftupn

OUTSTANDING STUDENTS WITHIN
THE 11th LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT
We celebrated the 10th Anniversary of PS I Love You Day at
West Islip High School where it all began. The State of New York
has declared the 2nd Friday of February as PS I Love You Day!
Brooke DiPalma stood in this school at 14 years old to tell her
story and has been an inspiration for so many others ever since!
In addition, Bay Shore High School students were in full force for
the Anniversary by giving out free hugs.

I was honored to recognize West Islip High School Senior, Emma
Klein, who collaborated with Bake Back America, an organization
created during the pandemic, launching “Joggers for Juniors,”
connecting two communities, one with special needs and one
faced with life’s hardships to come together for a positive result.
Her initiative includes and empowers children with special needs
to be able to give back and volunteer by tie-dying joggers to give
to children in shelters all across Long Island.

For the past six years 11-year-old Oliver
Rivadeneyra has run his Lemonade
Stand, which he built with his father at
his Islip Terrace home, to benefit
children with cancer at St. Jude
Children's Research Hospital. He has
raised nearly $6,000 for the hospital.

Abbie Narra with West Islip High School's
Ribbons for Reasons sponsored a Holiday
Drive collecting items at my Legislative
office, bringing in so many wonderful things
for those in need.

I was honored to recognize some of this year’s Boy’s State and
Girl’s State participants at The Annual Awards Night hosted by
American Legion Post 1738. Boys State and Girls State are summer
leadership and citizenship programs sponsored by the American
Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary for high school juniors.
Boys and Girls are usually nominated by their high school during
their junior year.
Pictured (L-R): WIHS Senior Emma Rose Klein, St. Anthony’s HS
Senior Ryan F. Gaffney, Chaminade HS Senior Thomas J.
DeCanio, Legislator Steven Flotteron and Chaminade HS Senior
Joseph J. Busweiler, Jr.

I along with members of West Islip School District’s
Administration and teaching staff recognized Senior, Karina
Vartanian, for her YouTube video production of “Thank You for
the Memories,” in honor of the 2020 graduating seniors and
teachers. Ms. Vartanian composed and recorded a song as an
assignment with her Music Technology Class in IB Music when
the COVID-19 pandemic forced her class to be taught remotely.

